
MAJOR MILESTONES OF 
INTERAGENCY GOVERNANCE AND 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT FOR 
THE DELTA/SUISUN MARSH REGION

 

 

1974    1977     1982  1986 1987 1989 1991          1992

 Racanelli 
decision 
affirms 

environmental 
protections for 

state water 
regulations. 

Delta Protection 
Commission 

formed for land 
use controls, 

regional planning 
within the Delta. 

Suisun Marsh 
Preservation 
Plan codified; 
BCDC given 

permit 
approval for 

Marsh 
development. 

Delta Chinook 
salmon placed 

on the U.S. 
Endangered 
Species List. 

5-county 
 

 

r 
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Senate forms 
Delta 

subcommittee; 
surveys 

stakeholders, 
issues report.

State Lands 
Commission 

report, hearings 
focus on Delta 

degradation and 
management 

options.  

Governor 
convenes 
cabinet 

secretaries as 
“Governor’s 

Water 
Council.” 

sun Marsh 
servation 
t initiates 
y of Marsh 
hreats,  
tections. 

Federal 
Endangered 
Special Act 

allows habitat 
plans for 
species’ 

“incidental take.”

Congress 
approves the 

San Francisco 
Estuary Project 
for coordinated 
environmental 

planning. 
1959 1971 1972 

Delta 
Protection 
Act defines 

Delta’s 
boundaires. 

Delta Area
Planning
Council 

formed fo
regional 

planning an
land use.

SWRCB 
Decision 

1379 
outlines 

Delta water 
quality 

standards. 
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1993 1994 2000 2001 2002 2005 2006                  2007

Suisun 
Marsh 

Charter 
signed to 

coordinate 
Suisun 

Marsh plans, 
activities.   

CALFED 
reorganized, 
governance 

consolidated 
within 

Resources 
Agency.     

 State law 
creates Delta 

Vision cabinet 
committee to 

craft long-term 
sustainable 
Delta plan. 

CALFED 
created, signs 

Bay-Delta 
Accord for 

cooperative 
planning. 

Governor calls 
for reviews of 

CALFED 
management, 

financing. 

Delta 
Protection 

Commission 
blocks 

Clarksburg 
Sugar Mill 

development 
in the Delta. 

Public Policy 
Institute of 
California 
reports on 

Delta region, 
proposes, 

new 
strategies.  

Little 
Hoover, 

KPMG, and 
Department 
of Finance 

release 
reports on 
CALFED, 

recommend 
changes. 

“Club Fed” 
initiated for 

federal 
coordination 

on Delta 
water issues. 

CALFED 
agencies 

adopt Record 
of Decision 

(ROD) 
outlining 

Delta action 
plan. 

 California Bay-
Delta Authority 
(CBDA) formed 

to oversee 
implementation. 

of the ROD. 

State law 
initiates 

preparation 
of a long-
term Delta 
resource 

plan.     

 Governor 
forms the Delta 

Vision Blue 
Ribbon Task 

Force to assist 
cabinet 

committee.   

Court order 
temporary 

shuts down 
State Water 

Project pumps 
due to Delta 

smelt threats, 
lack of DWR 
“incidental 

take” permit. 

 Resources 
Agency begins 
coordinating 

Bay Delta 
(habitat) 

Conservation 
Plan. 


