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August 12, 2008

Honorable Phil Isenberg, Chair

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force
c/o California Bay-Delta Authority
650 Capitol Mall, 5th floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Second Staff Draft of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan: Levee Priorities
Dear Chair Isenberg:

Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
July 11, 2008 staff draft of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan, and in particular to
respond to the inquiry from Task Force member McPeak regarding priorities for
levee improvements in the Delta.

CCWD is belongs to the Delta Levee Coalition that includes East Bay Municipal
Utility District, Contra Costa County and the Contra Costa Council. The Coalition
has developed a list of priority projects (Attachment 1) that are key to protecting the
Delta and its water supplies. The priority levees include western Delta levees and
those protecting water supplies (including the Mokelumne Aqueduct). One project
in particular will replace the earth-lined section of the Contra Costa Canal with a
pipeline: this will permanently remove eight miles of levees and the associated flood
risks in the Cypress-Hotchkiss corridor of east Contra Costa County.

With respect to an overall program, CCWD is in general agreement with a proposal
by Central Delta Water Agency to fund approximately $100 million per year for five
years from Propositions 84 and 1E for Delta levees. This proposal would divide the
funds among Delta levee subventions ($12 million per year), State special projects
($44 million per year) and Local Special Projects ($44 million per year). Such a
division of funds allows 1) continued maintenance of levees with local cost shares,
2) funding for the priority projects and 3) funding to bring levees up to the FEMA
requirements for agricultural use. CCWD believes that the priority for State special
projects under such a division of funds should start with the levees mentioned in the
attachment.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue. Please have your
staff contact me if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

T

Gregory Gartrell
Assistant General Manager

Attachment: The Delta Levee Coalition Priority Levees

cc: Blue Ribbon Task Force Members
John Kirlin, Executive Director
Roberta Goulart, Contra Costa County
Linda Best, Contra Costa Council
Doug Wallace, East Bay Municipal Utility District



Attachment 1
THE DELTA LEVEE COALITION PRIORITY LEVEES

The Delta Levee Coalition is comprised of Contra Costa County, the Contra Costa
Council, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Contra Costa Water District and the
reclamation districts for the eight western and central Delta islands, with support from the
Delta Protection Commission.

The purpose of the Delta Levee Coalition is to advocate for adequate funds from
Propositions 84 and 1E to repair the fragile levees in the western and central Delta. These
levees are critical to maintaining public health and safety, the environmental health of the
estuary, drinking water supply quality, infrastructure and the numerous natural and
economic assets in the Delta. One of the funding categories identified in Proposition 1E
is “reducing the risk of levee failure in the delta.”

We request that the State of California commit now to the allocation of up to $500
million over the next five years from Propositions 84 and 1E to fund the levee repair
projects identified in the attached chart. The attached projects represent the “no regrets”

type of investments which can be implemented today, and will continue to command
priority in any future “sustainable delta” scenario.

The Delta is home to more than 500,000 people, habitat to 700 native species, has
multiple highways, pipelines, utility distribution systems, railroads and deep water ports.
It supplies water to more than 25 million Californians, agriculture and businesses and
supports a significant recreation industry and fisheries. Its water supply and other Delta
services support a $400 billion state economy.

The eight western Delta islands are the “gatekeepers” to these critical public services.
Failure of these levees, from earthquake or flooding, would cause massive disruption to
these services. The Department of Water Resources has identified the levees as critical to
controlling salinity in the Delta, protecting water quality to water users in the state. The
central Delta levees are also critical to the region because they protect agriculture, water
supply, highway, railroad and energy transmission infrastructure essential to the
economic well being of the region.

The state’s Delta Vision process will take close to two years to determine solutions to the
challenges in the Delta and multiple years thereafter to implement those solutions. In the
meantime, it is imperative to repair this critical infrastructure today, to protect against
catastrophic events prior to identification and implementation of the sustainable Delta
plan.
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