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August 4, 2008

Mr. Philip Isenberg, Chairman

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force
650 Capitol Mall, 5™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Delta Vision Strategic Plan — Second Staff Draft — July 11, 2008
Dear Chairman Isenberg:

The San Diego County Water Authority appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the July 11, 2008, draft of the Delta Vision Strategic Plan (Plan). The
Water Authority commends the Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force on developing
the Plan and wishes to stress the urgent need for immediate actions in the Delta to
improve conditions for fisheries and restore export flows to the pumps. It is critical to
the state of California that any near-term actions that can be taken in the Delta be
implemented as soon as possible to provide some recovery from the losses of supply
caused by the prevailing dry conditions and the restrictions on pumping to protect fish
species.

In a recent position paper addressed to Lester Snow, Director of the Department of
Water Resources, dated May 23, 2008, and entitled “Delta Near-term/Emergency
Response Actions”, the California Urban Water Agencies (CUWA) have identified
four high-priority projects that can be implemented within the next 24 months.

These include:

Franks Tract-Middle River Corridor/Two Barrier Pilot Project
Franks Tract/Three Mile Slough barriers

Demonstration Fish Protection Screen at Clifton Court Forebay
Levee and Conveyance Improvements

The Water Authority urges the Blue Ribbon Task Force to devote a section of the
Strategic Plan to these and other near-term actions that will provide both immediate
protection of fish species with improvements in water supply reliability. Although
the draft Plan mentions many near-term and emergency response actions, they are
scattered amongst several sections within the document. The projects may also
provide improvements in water quality and reductions in flood risks.

A public agency providing a safe and reliable water supply to the San Diego region

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Philip Isenberg
Page 2
August 4, 2008

The Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force has done a great deal of work already to
provide solutions for the problems in the Delta that threaten the overall economy and
security of the state of California. The Water Authority believes the Delta Vision
Blue Ribbon Task Force can help alleviate the water supply crisis that faces
California in the next few years and is pleased to provide additional input into your
analysis of near-term action and long-term solutions.

Sincerely,

Maureen A. Stapleton ?9&

General Manager
San Diego County Water Authority



